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Star Spangled Comedy Tour entertains troops in Iraq

BAGHDAD, IRAQ
06.21.2016
Story by Sgt. Katie Eggers  
Headquarters, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault)  

 Subscribe 7

BAGHDAD – Three comedians entertained dozens of troops and Coalition members, all deployed
to Iraq as part of the Combined Joint Forces Land Component Command – Operation Inherent
Resolve, at the Eagle Fitness Center, Forward Operating Base Union III, June 21.
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Stephen Thomas, Steve Mazan and Sam Fedele performed two shows at Union III, their third stop
in Iraq, as part of the Star Spangled Comedy Tour, which is the first entertainment tour to come to
Union III since the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) took command in Iraq on March 8.

Sgt. 1st Class Valarie Sanchez, the CJFLCC-OIR sexual assault response coordinator, attended
both shows at Union III. She was thankful for the comedians entertaining troops overseas.

“It allowed Soldiers to take time away from their jobs and enjoy some entertainment,” said
Sanchez.

“It’s definitely a morale boost,” said 1st Lt. Benjamin Williams, the executive officer for
Headquarters Support Company, Headquarters and Headquarters Battalion, 101st Airborne
Division (Air Assault). “It’s a common phrase for people to call this ‘Groundhog Day’ in reference to
the movie. It’s the same thing every day. Having a bit of something different, something fun, is a
good thing.”

Many 101st Soldiers deployed to Union III are from the division headquarters and work desk jobs,
which can add to that “Groundhog Day” effect, Williams said.

Williams attended the second show at Union III after hearing a positive review from a 101st
Soldier who attended the first show. He said the comedians were funny, and it was like a slice of
home.

“That’s what we want to bring,” said Thomas. “Ninety minutes of home, because we know [the
troops] don’t get a lot of home.”

This is the first time these three comedians entertained troops overseas together, but collectively
they have performed for deployed troops more than a dozen times, dating back to 2003.

Williams said he wasn’t surprised that two of the comedians were former service members. Mazan
and Fedele spent six years each serving in the Navy and the Marines respectively.

“You served, and now you want to give back in some way to the people who are serving now,” said
Williams. “I think that’s a very common thing.”

The Star Spangled Comedy Tour was organized by Armed Forces Entertainment, the Department
of Defense’s single point-of-contact for providing entertainment to troops serving overseas. The
tour was in Iraq from June 18 to 22 with stops in Erbil, Camp Taji, Union III and the Baghdad
Diplomatic Support Center.

NEWS INFO



NEWS INFO

Date Taken: 06.21.2016
Date Posted: 06.23.2016 06:02
Story ID: 202194
Location: BAGHDAD, IQ  

Web Views: 252
Downloads: 0
Podcast Hits: 0

PUBLIC DOMAIN   

This work, Star Spangled Comedy Tour entertains troops in Iraq, by SGT Katie Eggers, identified by DVIDS, is
free of known copyright restrictions under U.S. copyright law.

CONNECTED MEDIA

MORE LIKE THIS

TAGS

$

tour Comedy

Air Coalition

ISF Armed Forces Entertainment

101st
Divisionentertainment
IraqAirborne
BaghdadAssault

https://www.dvidshub.net/portfolio/1214360/katie-eggers
https://www.dvidshub.net/
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2683542/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2683546/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2683548/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/2683552/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/137594/leatherneck-tour-treats-marines-sailors-entertainment-comedy
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/108344/comedians-turn-club-into-house-laughs
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/tour
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/comedy
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/air
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/coalition
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/isf
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/armed-forces-entertainment
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/101st
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/division
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/entertainment
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/iraq
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/airborne
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/baghdad
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/assault


OPTIONS

  Register/Login to Download

  Printable Version

LEAVE A COMMENT

Assault
Screaming EaglesUnion III
DefeatISIL
OIRDaesh
CJFLCCStar Spangled Comedy Tour
Steve Mazan

Stephen Thomas Sam Fedele

%

&

0 Comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Newest

Add a comment...

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/202194/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq#
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/printable/202194
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/assault
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/screaming-eagles
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/union-iii
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/defeat
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/isil
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/oir
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/daesh
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/cjflcc
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/star-spangled-comedy-tour
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/steve-mazan
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/stephen-thomas
https://www.dvidshub.net/tags/news/sam-fedele
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/comments/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/feedback.php?api_key=153015051394159&channel_url=https%3A%2F%2Fstaticxx.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D42%23cb%3Df219ee3aa4%26domain%3Dwww.dvidshub.net%26origin%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.dvidshub.net%252Ff22d22f0ac%26relation%3Dparent.parent&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dvidshub.net%2Fnews%2F202194%2Fstar-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq&locale=en_US&numposts=10&sdk=joey&width=100%25#


VIDEO

HD
Holiday Greetings Map
B-Roll
Briefings
Commercials
Greetings
Interviews
Newscasts
Package
PSA
Series

IMAGES

Most Recent
Most Popular

NEWS

Top Stories
Most Recent
Most Popular
Press Releases

AUDIO

Most Recent
Most Popular

PUBLICATIONS

Recent Issues
Archived Issues

MEDIA REQUESTS

Create Request
Media Press Kit

ABOUT DVIDS

Personnel Bios.
Contact Us
Privacy & Security
FAQs
Copyright Information
Accessibility Information
Suggestion Box

24 HOUR MEDIA HOTLINE

678-421-6612

https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/hd
https://www.dvidshub.net/holiday
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/b-roll
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/briefings
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/commercials
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/greetings
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/interviews
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/newscasts
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/package
https://www.dvidshub.net/video/category/psa
https://www.dvidshub.net/series
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/most-recent
https://www.dvidshub.net/image/most-popular
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/list/top-stories
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/list
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/list/most-popular
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/press-release
https://www.dvidshub.net/audio/most-recent
https://www.dvidshub.net/audio/most-popular
https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/recent
https://www.dvidshub.net/publication/archived
https://www.dvidshub.net/mediarequest
https://www.dvidshub.net/mediarequest/presskit
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/personnel
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/contactus
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/privacy
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/faq
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/copyright
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/accessibility
https://www.dvidshub.net/about/contactweb
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/202194/star-spangled-comedy-tour-entertains-troops-iraq#
http://defensetv.tv/
https://www.dvidshub.net/series/20


http://defensetv.tv/
https://www.dvidshub.net/series/20
https://www.dvidshub.net/podcast
https://www.dvidshub.net/app

